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bits & bytes

Duels of the 
Planeswalkers 2012 

is an exceptionally 

faithful recreation of 

Magic: The Gathering, 

the oldest and still 

popular collectible card 

game. And it’s just as 

entertaining, reviews 

ROB FARQUHAR

DESPITE the opening 
cinematic about 
sorcerers battling 

across magical dimensions, 
there’s no story in Duels. The 
names just give context to 
the various cards and decks 
just as Monopoly gives its 
board the context of a city; 
soon enough, you’ll know 
that a Baneslayer Angel is 
to a Goblin Mountaineer as 
Mayfair is to Old Kent Road. 

The objective of Magic 
(and, by extension, Duels) is 
to reduce your opponent’s 
life points from 20 to zero by 
attacking him or her with 
creatures and spells. These 
need power, which comes 

from your sorcerer’s lands. 
All of these are represented 
by the cards in your deck. 

The winning strategy lies 
in deciding how to play your 
deck during a match. If you 
attack with a creature card 
in your turn, it can’t defend 
you during your opponent’s 
turn. Do you tap all your land 
cards to pay for summoning 
creatures in your turn or 
should you hold some in 
reserve for any instant-use 
spells in your hand while 
your opponent plays? 

There’s also deck-building 
strategy. Which spell or 
creature cards go into your 
deck? (The computer decides 
how many land cards you 
need based on your choices.) 
Do you include more cards, 
increasing the risk that you 
shuffle a vital card to the 
bottom? Which of your cards 
rely on others, whether your 
own or your opponent’s? 

While it’s possible to lose 
because of a sustained bad 

run of draws from your deck, 
you can play an individual 
game in 10 minutes, leaving 
plenty of time for a few more. 

Unlike the original card 
game, your deck-building 
options are limited within 
each of Duels’ themed decks. 
You can’t take that Goblin 
Mountaineer and some 
Mountain cards out of the all-
red Unquenchable Fire deck, 
for example, and include them 
in the all-white Wielding 
Steel deck. If you want to 
customise a deck, you’re 
limited to any cards you 
unlock through the campaign 
or multiplayer games. 

This is actually a plus. In 
the card game, victory often 
goes to the person who spent 
the most money to collect 
(and stack their decks with) 
powerful rare cards. Though 
those with extra cash can 
pay to unlock every card in 
Duels of the Planeswalkers 
immediately, they can still 
only put one or two of each 
unlocked card in their decks. 

Duels also improves on the 
card game by eliminating 
rules-lawyer arguments 
over how the conditions on 
individual cards bend the 
basic rules and turn order. 

Some of those conditions, 
such as precisely when 

“sacrificing” a card occurs 
during a battle, are tricky to 
get to grips with. 

While the campaign’s 
mini-challenges are meant 
to help you learn, you need 
to know how the conditions 
operate before you can solve 
the challenge; I wound up 
searching the web for the 
solutions to most of them. 

Nonetheless, learning and 
mastering those conditions 
will only enhance your Duels 
play. It’s a great way to get 
your boardgame fix when 
you can’t get your mates 
together in one place, and 
if – like me – the collecting 
arms race drove you away 
from Magic: The Gathering 
in the first place, Duels of the 
Planeswalkers 2012 will bring 
back the fun. 

You must be logged into 
Xbox Live, the Playstation 
Network or the Steam client 
on PC to purchase or play 
Magic: The Gathering – Duels 
of the Planeswalkers 2012. 
■ Magic: The Gathering – Duels of 
the Planeswalkers 2012
Wizards of the Coast/Stainless 
Games 
XBox 360/PS3/PC Rating: G  
RRP: Approximately $10 

Score: ★★★★★

NIKON COOLPIX AW100 
Nikon, $449 
NIKON.COM.AU 

★★★★★

WHEN snowboarding you have so much more to worry about 
than whether your camera has frozen, drowned or shattered 
on ground impact. 

Recording your ride down a mountain is a great idea but 
only if it is supported by a tough camera. 

After much work, Nikon says it has a model for the job, the 
solid but subtle and tough Coolpix AW100. 

The specifi cations stack up well beside current tough 
camera leaders. The AW100 uses a 16-megapixel backlit 
CMOS sensor for clear, large images and promises to operate 
in 10m of water, withstand -10C and laugh in the face of 1.5m 
drops. To test its claims, Switched On took to Perisher Valley, 
armed with rented cold-weather clothing, the AW100 around 
our neck, and a snowboard but no idea how to use it.  

Nikon’s fi rst tough camera has a few quirks. Its handy 
panorama setting failed unexpectedly several times, its lens 
sits up high where fi ngers can lie and users cannot change 
shutter speeds or aperture. 

However, the Coolpix AW100 is still one of the most 
impressive tough cameras, with sharp focus even at close 
range, speedy operation, and innovative action control. 
  – JENNIFER DUDLEY-NICHOLSON

Game plan: Like the 
original card version, the 
idea is to kill your opponent 
with creatures or spells. 

Magic deck of cards
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$269 
 
$349 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Ram DDR2 800 2GB              
Ram DDR3 1333 2GB            
Ram DDR3 1333 4GB         
500Gb SATA HDD  
Bluray Burner               
1TB SATA HDD                  
2TB SATA HDD   
54Mb ADSL MODEM   
CASE & 500W PSU          

 
                                      
 
 
 
 

    
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

VIDEO CARDS 
 
 

Nvidia 210GT 512mb                 
Nvidia GT520 1GB          
Nvidia GT440 1GB              
Nvidia GTX 460  
Nvidia GTX 550TI 
Nvidia GTX 560  
Nvidia GTX 570    
ATI HD6850 1GB                 
ATI HD6870 1GB 

 

www.aaapcparts.com.au 

UPGRADE KITS 
 
 
 

       AMD X2 255 3.1Ghz,  
 4GB DDR3, MSI M/B 
 
 INTEL i3-2100 3.1Ghz, 
 4GB DDR3, MSI M/B 
 
 INTEL i5-2400 3.1Ghz, 
 4GB DDR3, MSI M/B 

$159 
$269
$15
$15
$15 
$78
$118 
$165 
$209 

114 Anderson St.         PH: 4053 5556 

 
 
 

$49 
$67 
$89 
$189 
$185 
$245 
$439 
$219 
$259 

 
 
 
 

60GB SATA3 SSD 
 

120GB SATA3 SSD 
3D 1.4 HDMI Cables 2m                    
50 Pack of DVD’s                   
50 Pack of CD’s  
Wireless N Modem Router  
19”  LED MONITOR                 
22”  LCD MONITOR                 
24”  LED MONITOR                 

TOWER ONLY 
 
 

 

AMD Sempron 2.7Ghz, 4GB DDR3 
Ram, 500GB HDD, DVD-RW,  

Mid Tower Case,  
Windows 7 Home Premium!! 

$399!! 
AMD X2 255 3.1Ghz $439 

AMD Phenom 2 3.2Ghz $499 

WEEKLY SPECIALS 
$34 
$25 
$29 
$50 
$119 
$69 
$110 
$56 
$45 

PRICES APPLY TO CURRENT STOCK AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE , MENTION THIS ADD TO OBTAIN SPECIAL PRICING 

INTEL i SERIES PC 
TOWER ONLY 

 
 

Intel i3 2100 3.1Ghz, 4GB RAM, 
500gb HDD, DVD Burner,Win7HP 

$529 
 i5-2400 Quad Core $629 
 i5-2500k Quad Core$649 

Let us install it for $66* 
*Conditions apply. 

Apple iPhone / iPod / iPad repairs. 
Have a broken screen or dead battery? Come in 

for a quote! 


