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ENTERTAINMENT

KISS OF SNOW
NALINI SINGH (GOLLANCZ/ORION PUBLISHING)
Even at book 10 of her Psy-Changeling series, Nalini Singh is still 
brewing her heady blend of science fi ction and paranormal romance 
without losing stride. The romance between Hawke, leader of the 
SnowDancer wolf pack, and Sienna, rogue Psy, has been simmering 
since Book 1. Hawke and Sienna, possessor of a dangerous psychic 
talent, both have reason to disregard their attraction to each other, 
yet they keep being pulled together. When the cold war between the 
Psy Council and the changeling packs heats up, Hawke is forced to 
put Sienna on the front line against her former kind. 
VERDICT: As much action in its broader world as there is between its 
romantic pairs. Rob Farquhar

BEGINNING LIFE ON THE RIGHT NOTE
NEW babies born in Cairns will get a 
keepsake of the region’s home-grown 
musicians for the second consecutive 
year after Cairns Regional Council agreed 
to support Opening Notes as part of 
Cairns Festival. Opening Notes involves 
the production and gifting of a cultural 
identity package to every baby born in 
the Far North on their day of birth and 
at the place of their birth. Founder and 
Cairns Festival producer Eric Holowacz 
says the package takes the form of a 
carefully compiled CD of home-grown 
music from Far North Queensland and a 
booklet of images revealing the region’s 
sense of place. The upcoming edition 
will include music from The Medics, Ben 
Hakalitz, Gondwana Indigenous Children’s 
Choir, Sian Evans, Jun Jun Jarra, Ray-Lee 
Russell and The McMenamins. More than 
4000 children are born annually in Far 
North Queensland, with more than half 
arriving at Cairns Base Hospital. For more 
details visit the Cairns Festival website 
www.cairnsfest.com.au or phone 4044 
3086. Anyone who did not get an Opening 
Notes package at birth  in 2010 -2011 
can obtain a free copy at Cairns Penny 
Savings and Loan, 22-24 Grafton St, or 
from the Cairns Festival HQ in City Place.

BIG LINE-UP FOR FESTIVAL CAIRNS
THE Medics will headline a free opening 
weekend concert, Melbourne’s La Mama 
Theatre will premiere a new multi-media 
environmental work, Woodford Festival’s 
“Gremlins” will invade the streets, and 
Circus Oz will swing into the Cairns Civic 
Theatre as part of Cairns Festival. This 
year’s 50th anniversary program, which 
runs from August 19-September 4, starts 
with the Cairns Indigenous Art Fair at 
the new Cruise Liner Passenger Terminal 
venue, the Gondwana National Indigenous 
Children’s Choir and Torres Strait Islander 
legend Seaman Dan. The festival’s free 
music series includes UMI Arts’ Big Talk 
One Fire Indigenous Cultural Celebrations 
Concert at Fogarty Park on August 20 with 
indigenous performers Zennith and Black 
Image.

CINEMA SCREENS SYDNEY OPERA 
OPERA buffs will be able to catch Verdi’s 
stunning Rigoletto live at Sydney Opera 
House on the big screen at Birch Carroll & 
Coyle Cinemas for a limited season from 
July 23-27. Presented in association with 
CinemaLive, Rigoletto will screen on July 
23 at 11.30am, July 24 at 1.30pm and 
July 27 at 1.30pm. One of Opera Australia’s 
best loved productions, Elijah Moshinsky’s 
Rigoletto stars one of Britain’s most 
distinguished baritones, Alan Opie, and 
features the award winning Opera Australia 
Chorus. Tickets are $27 or $22 for Cinebuzz 
and Seniors Club Online members. Rigoletto 
will be followed by The Mikado on August 
13,14,17; Der Rosencavalier on September 
10,11,14; La Boheme on October 
15,16,19; Lakme on December 3,4,7; and 
Don Giovanni on February 11,12,15, 2012.

DAVID Williamson, renowned 
for his witty and incisive 
social commentary as one 
of  Australia’s best known 
playwrights, will be in Cairns 
to deliver the 2011 annual 
Colin Roderick Lecture as a 
free public event at the Rondo 
Theatre in Greenslopes St 
from 6-7.30pm on August 1.

Presented by James Cook 
University, the Colin Roderick 
Lecture has been delivered 
by a distinguished author or 
scholar each year since it was 
established in 1966 in honour 
of  Colin Roderick CBE, an 
author and academic whose 
life is said to have shaped the 
nation’s writings. 

The Cairns event is open to 
the public and entry is free. 

Williamson first rose to 
prominence in the 1970s with 
his comic drama Don’s Party, 
based on the 1969 election, 
and later turned into a film 
in 1976.  Earlier this year he 
had a box office hit with Don 
Parties On, his latest work 
that revisited this theme.

In the meantime he has 
written more than 30 plays, 
as well as screenplays 
and teleplays, including 
collaborating on the scripts 
for Gallipoli and The Year of  
Living Dangerously. 

His works have become 
required reading in 
Australian schools.

His work as a playwright 
frequently focuses on themes 
of  politics and loyalty 
in contemporary urban 
Australia, often shining a 
probing light on some of  our 
sacred cows and social trends. 

Major works include 
The Club, inspired by 
the backroom dealings 
of  a Melbourne Football 
Club, Travelling North, 
concerning an ageing couple 

Satire revisited

moving to Queensland, and 
Emerald City, a satire on 
the entertainment, film and 
publishing industries.  

Over the past four 
decades, Williamson has won 
numerous awards, including 
four AFI (Australian Film 
Industry) awards, the latest 
as recently as 2009 for Best 
Screenplay for Balibo.

In this annual Cairns 
lecture hosted by the 
Foundation for Australian 
Literary Studies at JCU,  

Williamson has selected to 
revisit his late 1990s satire of  
academia itself, Dead White 
Males. 

At the lecture, Williamson 
will read some passages from 
his play. 

“By having a not too 
serious look at the underlying 
areas of  contention, we 
poke fun at what happens 
in the academy when 
rigid ideologues make 
higher learning a little bit 
ridiculous,” he said.
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PALM COVE COUNTRY CLUB
Coral Coast Drive, 
Palm Cove 4879
Enquiries phone 4059 1117
sportscentre@oceansedge.com.au

GOT FIT?

you

IS IT TIME

Give yourself 
the chance with 
COUNTRY CLUB

Local Dollars!

SIMPLY PRESENT THE ABOVE CLUB DOLLARS
at the sports centre reception desk and receive a 

discount to the value of twenty dollars on any of our 
activities; Golf, tennis, squash, yoga classes, pool

or gym membership.

Limited to one voucher per person. Voucher not redeemable for cash. 
Not for use in conjunction with any other specials. 

Offer expires 31.08.2011

THE EARRING & EAR PIERCING SPECIALISTS
VICTORIAN & EDWARDIAN ANTIQUE JEWELLERY

jewellery
advice

antique

with Kevin Shorey

• Original Designs • Expert Manufacturing
• Purveyor of Estate Jewellery • Valuations for 

Insurance • Jewellery & Watch repairs

FREE JEWELLERY CLEANING

PHONE: 4051 2771
SHOP 12, CITY ARCADE, 78 GRAFTON STREET

Hello Everybody,
We’ve been really lucky this week in receiving a 
parcel of Collectables from Scotland. We’ve been 
looking forward to this shipment and, on opening, 
I’ve fallen in love again with 2 of the pieces I saw 
originally in Dundee in Scotland last year.
The fi rst item is a Ring in 18ct Yellow Gold 
with a Platinum top and featuring Sapphires 
& Diamonds. I know I’ve mentioned this 
combination many times, however this one is 
most unusual in that it’s made up of 2 rows of 
graduated Gems running side by side across the 
fi nger. One row is gorgeous Old Cut Diamonds 
of beautiful colour & quality. The other is a row 
of the most wonderfully coloured light & bright 
Blue Sapphires. It’s in superb condition, as is the 
Celtic Cloak Brooch in Stg Silver that arrived. A 
magnifi cent example of Queen Victoria’s ‘Pebble’ 
Jewellery, it’s made up of 2 layers of polished 
Banded Agate in a predominantly greyish colour, 
pieced and set in engraved Celtic Motifs and with 
a magnifi cent bright Citrine as a centre stone. The 
best example I’ve ever seen, this Brooch is a top 
buy for lovers of all things Scottish.
More about this collection next time.
Cheers, Kevin.
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